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TUDYING IN THE LK of Uniited States may be the aim ol most
Hong Kang stadents but whichis the right fit! Educationcomn-
sultant Jenniter bn Yin-wa, whoco-founded Anch Academy
with former banking colleague Jennifer Y Mgarwing, says
{he choice is abvious ance you know the persorality of the student,

If they're a generalist - flexible, spen o new ideas, eurivus and
happy 1o think ant of the bex — then the United States is the plice i
them, But if they're a specialisi — that is, ineredibly focused on one
particular zrea — then they'l do well in Britaan,

N studied in the UK ard Yu was educased in the United States,
sn botween them, they have experienced 8 wile rnge of educaticnal
syslenes, oo op bocaland intermationil school to L and LIS bajud-
ingschools and Owbridge and Ivy League universities. Ma aradusated
Froan Oixliord with a first-class honors in ecomdnibes &nd mansgement
while ¥u gradusted mega cam o from Columbia University with
g dégree b indusirin! enginesring operations research,

Since Arch Academy was launched three years aga, i has grown
Froem 14 b0 mome than SO0 ssudens - by word of miath alone,

The eesuilts speak For themselves, said Ma: For the aeademic year
2011412, eight students secured earhy admissons inlo vy League col-
leges, 11 outof 15 received Oxbridpe offers (two with scholarshipsh and
8} perceit had London University affers

The secret ks finding the right fit. *School selection is important,
{ npetitio n has porss up somuch in the pest fow years cspecially from
e s niadd, thae Middle Fast and India. The quantity of applecations.
it i wcnesiesas] bt plices avven'n,” Mo said

She recalled ndvising o stisleit whi wies obwiousby in the wreng
sehiool "He was 2 talemied athlee, mierested inrabatics umd showsed
ot of Mexibility in class, Yethe was getting Es and Fs inschonl '

His parents wene reluctant b move hitn &5 be was already ina top
Jawal selsnal hit wene convinced afies his grades went up to B in two
years of sttending skills classes at the academy, focusing on the LIS
method of teaching. He applied for Ceroson Schoal — his first chaice
—anel gat in without ony prablems.

Shisdensslooking foraskmilar success story need 1o know what their
dream schiool {8 looking for, “The student s goal is for university il the
university's goal is to prepane hibm for the real world and employabili,”
Ma said. "Hence, bevord grades and school transcripts, universitics are
lepicargg Foe stodents with transferabile skills, or what we call the 405
critical thinking, creative thinkiag, communication imd character”

UK and US universitses assess differently, she sdded.

[t LTK, the focus isomacademics and discipline-specific sxperi-
ence and passion because carees talning is part of the ndergrsdusic
training - for example, in law and medicine,

175 enlleges, meanwhile, go forn comprebensive anal ysis ol profik
whichincludes lendenship, communsty, commitrent, interestng expe-
rience, persanal neflection, suitabality and fit for unmversity, Carcer-
specific trainimg comes only Bt posigrodunte Jevel

Bul withso manmy students wying fe il sanes places, it takes more
than just identifeatson with the wniversity's sims s sand oul.
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Find the right fit

}

fer Ma, lefi,
Arch Academy

Bl sasds “The answer is '|'u:|.'|1ur:|.liull.. which can th:wphrusud as
awareness— pwarcness of eptions and choices availuble, of additional
swork required and of the key mentality that it's queslity nod quanticy”

e thve Linsibed States, eardy preparation is wital. "4 ot of stadenis
cannil decide ona subpect, and want to cxplane [iheral uris, then realize
they are ol well prepared for theic dneam schooks”

I the UK, it used to be thet a personal statement, school recom-
mendution and mbervicws {for Oxbridged would get you through, But
due 1o Increased compedition, many universities are also look ing at
olher avenues such & entrance essays. She highlighted fouwr areas in
which the acadeny can guide sudenis;

«School selection st Be aware ol ke choices available, klentaly the
schooks that best match your preference and strengibs.

« Extracurricular activity enhancement: How doees your profile
stamed out? Based on your strenggths and interests, how can you creste

a upigue story toell?
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Freeforums
ARCH ACADEMY |5 giving free talks tostudents and parents
throughout thismonth and t he next.

This manth’s farum by Jennifer Ma s onevery Saturday
and will facus on haw students can leamn essential skills thay
can beapphed tothe 1B, HKDSE and oversens education,

Thiere will be three forums naxt monthc
Mays Boarding schools
May 6  Key condderations for UK or US umiversities
May 13 Oxford undergraduate admlssions

» Essay guidarnee: How you reflect upan youIr ex petiense is as imipor-
tant a5 the experience itself. How can you be relevant bo a particolr
uriversity's culture and focus?

« Wait-Hst strategies: Don't just passively wadl for an accemtance
Counselors can help you take steps 1o frove up oroff the was st

A Timnl word of caution: Doa’t nestrict yourself i irditional bas-
thans suchas Oxbridge and Durbam inthe LIK and vy Lesguoe universi=
ties, Stanford and MIT in the United Stabes.

Universities which offer practical work experiences, suchas Yark
o Kent, aé gaining in popularity with students hoping fo securne
full-time employment in 2 depressed economy.

Targeted degreesare abio amust, Those whoare looking o grabaty
jobs should home in an speciakist schools, such s Calumbia Bosiness
School, ratleer than go for top-ranked gumeral universities
Webisite: www,nrch-acsdemy.com
vy ongEsingLaoRewsConpUCom

LET'S |MAGINE THAT

yo havwe dechded e i :
to purswe bigher | I
education in Swart Lessons
Australia, and you il Brigbten Tacth deratian G
have a fair ideaof

] wihat vou would like o sudy and whene. How shousd yau procesd?

Getting that offer for Australia

aConditional Offer within 48 houss of applying, aithough some
schoals do take longe:. This is very nosmal, and the conditions that
noed to be met usually inwohe students achieving teir predicted
exarm grades,

Candidates can choose 1o accept these offers, 2ithough the UAC
system does allow students 1o maka changes to their proposed
couries onee they have recetved the Canditianal Offars, Far




